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Abstract. This article examines the fourth wave of Ukrainian emigration to
Canada, which evolved significantly following Ukraine’s independence in 1991.
Focusing on Ukrainian Canadians who arrived from an independent Ukraine, it
highlights demographic trends, economic integration, educational attainment,
political participation and religious affiliation. Using national census data and
academic research, the article identifies two phases of the fourth wave: the Soviet
era (late 1980s—1991) and the post-independence era (1991-2014). It traces the
growing presence of Ukrainians in Canadian society, from their early involvement
only in agriculture to their current prominence in politics, education, and industry.
It also addresses challenges such as assimilation and preserving cultural identity.

Particular attention is paid to changes in gender distribution and
educational attainment, thanks to which Ukrainian Canadians exceed the national
average in certain areas. Furthermore, the article explores how the Russian
invasions of Ukraine in 2014 and 2022 have initiated a new phase of migration,
prompting a reconsideration of the traditional four-wave model and suggesting the

emergence of a fifth wave. These findings reflect the broader processes of
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globalisation, transnational mobility and civic transformation, and emphasise the
importance of continued scholarly attention to evolving migratory trends.

This analysis provides a more nuanced understanding of how diaspora
communities transform in response to geopolitical upheaval, and of the long-term
implications of transnational engagement. It also emphasises the important role
played by host countries, such as Canada, in promoting the social mobility and
cultural resilience of migrant communities.

Keywords: Ukrainian diaspora, Canada, emigration, social structure,

integration, education.

Introduction. After Ukraine declared independence in 1991, Ukrainian
emigration to Canada changed and increased in intensity. The social structure of
Ukrainians arriving in Canada needed to be analysed within the changed
geopolitical context. It became important to understand how the community was
transforming and the roles that education, employment, politics, and religion
played in shaping this new wave of the Ukrainian diaspora.

Analysis of Recent Research and Publication. Scholarly literature has
examined the historical development, socio-political activity and identity formation
of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada. In particular, Marunchak (1991) provides a
thorough historical overview of Ukrainian settlement in Canada. Voitenko (2010)
analyses the diaspora’s civic engagement. Bozhuk (2014) focuses on the
sociocultural features of the fourth wave of migration, while Mashkova (2011)
highlights the educational attainment and integration of post-independence
migrants. Mashkova (2011), meanwhile, highlights the educational attainment and
integration of post-independence migrants. Meanwhile, Zaichuk (2013) and
Kovalchuk (2009) examine emigration trends and cultural adaptation. Institutional

sources such as the Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Canadian Institute of
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Ukrainian Studies provide valuable data, which is supplemented by census
materials from Statistics Canada (1991-2016). These materials offer insight into
demographic and occupational trends.

Purpose and Objectives of the Article. The aim of this research is to
analyze the social structure of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada from 1991 to 2014
through the lens of demographic, economic, educational, and religious indicators,
as well as identity transformation. The main objectives are: to determine the
characteristics of the new wave of emigration; to characterize the socio-
professional composition; to analyze cultural integration; and to examine
transnational connections with Ukraine.

Main Text. Looking at the Ukrainian diaspora in historical retrospect, we
can generally distinguish four waves (periods) of emigration from Ukraine to
Canada. Each wave of mass migration of Ukrainians was a reaction to changes and
life circumstances caused by historical events. This study will focus on the fourth
wave of emigration to Canada, which occurred in the late twentieth century. It is
worth noting the opinion of sociologist V. Isayev that the fourth wave is divided
into two phases, the first from the late 1980s (mass migration of ethnic Ukrainians
from Poland), and the second phase, which marks the migration of Ukrainians
from the late 1980s, still as citizens of the USSR, and continued after 1991[8.
p.32]. In our opinion, this second phase should be divided into two periods, since it
is inappropriate to include the period of the USSR and Independence in the same
phase.

Thus, the last phase of the fourth wave should be divided into two periods,
namely the Soviet period and the period of Ukraine's independence.

The Soviet period of the fourth wave includes mass resettlements from the

late 1980s until 1991, when Ukraine changed its status and ceased to be a part of
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the USSR. And it is from this moment that the second period of the fourth wave
can be considered to begin.

Since Ukraine gained independence in 1991, the very nature of the
perception of Ukrainian emigration has changed, and the term ‘Ukrainian diaspora’
has become widespread in the academic literature. This concept is based on the
definition of Ukraine's modern borders and the permanent residence of Ukrainians
outside our country [20]. By its size, the Ukrainian community in Canada is the
second largest group of Ukrainians in the world living outside Ukraine. However,
it should be emphasised that not only Ukrainians, but also representatives of other
nationalities who lived in Ukraine during the period of independence are counted
among the emigrants.

For the majority of Ukrainian Canadians, the change in Ukraine's
international status was the fulfilment of a lifelong dream and caused a wave of
uplift in the Ukrainian spirit and culture. Collectively and individually, Ukrainian
Canadians provided generous financial assistance. They shared their professional
experience.

The Ukrainian diaspora did their utmost to help Ukraine through this
difficult transition. After all, the transformation from an entrenched dictatorial
Soviet system to a Western-style democracy was a slow, painful and difficult
process[3]. Therefore, it is understandable that for Ukrainians from the mainland,
this resulted in severe economic hardship during the transition period, which
triggered a new stage of emigration. For example, in the short period from 1991 to
2001, 23,435 people moved to Canada. In contrast, as of 1991, the total number of
Ukrainians who arrived in Canada was 23,180[17].

From this we can conclude that the flow of Ukrainians did not decrease after
gaining independence, but rather increased. But it continued to be linked to the

economic situation of the mainland homeland, and today it is also linked to
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revolutionary and military actions. Statistics show a significant increase between
1991 and 2016 - 112,000 Ukrainians moved to Canada[15]. Therefore, there 1s a
need to study the social structure of Ukrainians who arrived in Canada from an
independent state[7].

The population of Canada is growing steadily: from 1991 to 2016 (the date
of the restored full-form census), with a total population of just under 27 million,
406,645 residents of the country had Ukrainian ancestry. The 2016 census showed
1,359,660 Ukrainian Canadians out of a total population of 34,460,065, meaning
that the country's population increased by almost eight million (7,854,865). In
other words, the number of Ukrainians increased proportionally from 1.5% to
almost 4% of the total population[17].

At the beginning of the twenty-first century, about 90% of all Ukrainians
who were citizens of Canada were born in Canada, and 326,020 people were of
Ukrainian descent. Most of them are concentrated in such provinces as Ontario,
Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Quebec[9].

According to Statistics Canada's 2011 National Household Survey, the
largest ethnic Ukrainian population in Canada lives in Edmonton (the capital of
Alberta) - 148,160 people, which ranks first in terms of population. The second
place is occupied by Toronto (the capital of Ontario) with 130,355 people.
Winnipeg (the administrative centre of Manitoba) ranks third in terms of Ukrainian
population with 115,230 people[17].

Ukrainians constitute more than 10% of the population of the following
cities: Saskatoon (16.1%), Winnipeg (15.8%), Thunder Bay (13.4%), Regina
(13.4%) and Edmonton (12.8%). In the following cities, the Ukrainian population
has grown by more than 20% since the last census: Moncton, New Brunswick

(73.8%), North Battleford, Saskatchewan (29.8%), Nanaimo, British Columbia
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(26.2%), Woodstock, Ontario (23.3%) and Powell River, British Columbia
(22.3%)[17].

The reason for this growth is not only migration, but also Canadians
themselves identifying their Ukrainian ancestry.

According to the 2011 census, 1,251,165 Canadians reported Ukrainian
ancestry, including 276,055 who identified it as their sole ancestry and 975,110
who reported it as one of multiple ancestries [17].

Among the OECD member countries (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development), Canada ranks second in terms of the share of foreign-
born residents, according to the 2011 census, 6,775,800 out of a total of 33,476,688
people, or 20.6 % of the population [17].

Thus, it is possible to trace the growth of the population of Ukrainian
descent in the dynamics: in 1991, 406,645 people claimed Ukrainian descent,
which is 1.5% of the total population of Canada, and this percentage increased
every year. By 2016, this figure had already risen to 1,359,660, which is 3.9% of
the total Canadian population [17].

With the passage of time and the growth of the Ukrainian diaspora, priorities
in choosing professions are also changing, and Ukrainians in Canada are no longer
considered to be farmers engaged only in agriculture away from large cities, as it
was at the initial stage of emigration of the first Ukrainian immigrants.

When it comes to economic employment of Ukrainians in Canada in the
early 1990s, they were employed in almost the same way as other Canadians,
based on the 2006 census data, most Ukrainians were employed in sales and
services (23.7%), slightly less in business, finance and administration (18.5%), and
in transport and equipment (15.3%), with fewer Ukrainians employed in
management (9.6%) and in science, education, public administration and religion

(8.6%).
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Ukrainians have also integrated into the political environment of the country
of settlement, a process that was initiated by Mykhailo Luchkovych, who was
elected to the federal parliament in 1926. Many years have passed since then, and
Ukrainians now hold positions at all levels of government - municipal, provincial
and federal [12, p. 105]. Over the next thirty years, more than 30 Ukrainians were
elected to the federal parliament of Canada. Today, Canadians of Ukrainian
descent are permanently part of the Canadian government, both federal and
provincial. These include Roy Romaniw, who was the Premier of Saskatchewan
from 1991-2001 and was the first ethnic Ukrainian to hold this position[4].

Edward Stelmach, who served as Premier of Alberta in 2006-2011 and was
awarded the Order of Prince Yaroslav the Wise, III Class (Ukraine, 2008) ‘For his
significant personal contribution to bringing the truth about the genocide of the
Ukrainian people during the Holodomor of 1932-1933 to the world
community’[22].

From 1990-1995, the highest post in the country, Governor General, was
held by Roman Hnatyshyn, a descendant of Ukrainian immigrants, an honorary
doctor of the University of Chernivtsi, where the Centre for Canadian Studies is
located and named in his honour[21].

Thus, we can understand that the economic employment of Ukrainian
Canadians has changed dramatically over time, from farming and living in remote
areas to the highest positions in politics and the most sought-after professions in
the Canadian labour market.

It is also worth paying attention to the gender differentiation in the diaspora,
which has also undergone certain changes over time and transformational
processes in the Canadian economy and politics in general. If we look at the data
from the early censuses of Canada, we see that the proportion of women was

significantly lower than that of men (in 1931, out of a total of 225,113, there were
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102,426 women and 122,687 men). And this is natural, based on the realities of life
and the difficulties of emigration itself. However, with the beginning of the 4th
wave of emigration, the situation is changing, and the share of women in the
diaspora is increasing. Thus, according to the 2011 census in Canada, out of a total
population of 1,251,017 females of Ukrainian origin, 640,200 were female and
610,817 were male[17].

As for the level of education, as of 2006, Ukrainians have almost reached the
Canadian level, namely: 27.4% of Ukrainians in Canada have completed secondary
education, 17.9% have completed vocational education (college), and 19.1% have
graduated from university. It is interesting to note the choice of students'
qualifications, as the majority of them chose the fields of architecture, engineering
and related technologies[17].

According to Statistics Canada, Ukrainians in Canada have not only reached
parity with the national population in terms of education and employment, but have
even surpassed it in certain areas. For example, Ukrainian Canadians with a single
ethnic background and those with a multi-ethnic background are less likely to have
no high school diploma (8% and 7%, respectively) than the national population
(12%). In addition, a slightly higher proportion of Ukrainian Canadians have a
bachelor's degree or higher. Similarly, the employment rate for Ukrainian-
Canadian men is about 3% higher than the national male population, and
Ukrainian-Canadian women are about 4% higher than the national female
population[17].

Ukrainian Canadians tend to be more likely to work in jobs requiring higher
professional skills. In addition, the share of Ukrainian Canadians in occupations
requiring medium (41%) and high (28%) skills is higher than that of the national
population (39% and 25% respectively). By industry sector, Ukrainians are more

likely than the national population to be employed in mining, quarrying and oil and
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gas extraction; construction; professional, scientific and technical services;
educational services; and public administration. However, they are less likely to
work in manufacturing and accommodation and food services compared to the
national population[17].

Ukrainian-Canadian workers also have higher average earnings from
employment than the national population among positive earners. Ukrainian-
Canadian men have a median income of $47,900, which is $7,500 more than their
counterparts in the national male population. Similarly, Ukrainian-Canadian
women have an average income of $31,900, compared to $28,900 for their female
counterparts in the national population[10].

Also, the older generation, when going to Canada to work, sought to work as
long as possible to secure a decent pension, as Canada's pension system is one of
the best in the world, with three levels: 1. Old Age Security (OAS) - the old age
security programme. 2. The Canada Pension Plan (CPP) is a Canadian pension
plan and its equivalent for the province of Quebec. 3. Voluntary pension
programmes and employer-sponsored pensions.

However, it is also worth noting negative statistics in the diaspora, namely
the decline of the Ukrainian language as a means of communication. As of 2011,
only 111,530 Ukrainian Canadians indicated Ukrainian as their native language
(61,940, or 55.6% of women, and 49,495, or 44.4% of men), which is 17.1% lower
than in 2006, when 134,495 respondents indicated Ukrainian as their native
language. And this trend continues among the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada.

An important factor in preserving Ukrainian identity in the context of
emigration is their religious beliefs, which were brought to Canada by the first
Ukrainian immigrants. Since the beginning of the diaspora, Ukrainians have

belonged to the Catholic and Orthodox churches.
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As for the religious issue, the main religions in Canada are Catholicism and
Protestantism (the most widely represented), as of 2011: Catholicism - 39%
(Roman Catholicism - 38.8%, other branches of Catholicism - 0.2%),
Protestantism - 20.3% (United Church of Canada - 6.1%, Anglicanism - 5%,
Baptism - 1.9%, Lutheranism - 1.5%, Pentecostalism - 1.5%, Presbyterianism -
1.4%, other - Protestantism - 2.9%), Orthodoxy - 1.6%, other Christianity - 6.3%,
Islam - 3.2%, Hinduism - 1.5%, Sikhism - 1.4%, Buddhism - 1.1%, Judaism - 1%,
other - 0.6%, do not profess any - 23.9%[17].

Today, the majority of Ukrainian believers in Canada belong to the
Ukrainian Catholic Church, namely 51,750 believers. There are slightly fewer
Ukrainians of the Orthodox Church - 23,815 [17]. However, a small number of
Ukrainian Canadians associate themselves with other religious groups or have no
religious preferences at all. Nevertheless, it can be concluded that religion for
Ukrainians has, to a certain extent, been a significant factor in the formation and
organisation of their national life in Canada, and even after a century of diaspora
history, the church retains its importance in uniting Ukrainians outside Ukraine
[12, p.104].

With Russia's recent full-scale invasion of Ukraine, and the escalation that
began in 2014, millions of Ukrainians have been displaced. In response, the
Department of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship introduced new measures to
admit Ukrainians to Canada (Government of Canada, 2022) [18]. Therefore, it
becomes clear that the history of emigration of the Ukrainian people was not
limited to four waves of emigration, and the time has already come for the
‘difficult and forced’ fifth wave of emigration.

Conclusions and perspectives of further development. Since
independence, the structure and perception of Ukrainian emigration has changed,

as the term ‘Ukrainian diaspora’ has become widely used in both academic and
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public discourse. The Ukrainian community in Canada, one of the largest in the
world, has become more diversified and professionally integrated. The diaspora
has provided Ukraine not only with cultural and financial support, but has also
made a significant contribution to the formation of Canada's multicultural
environment.

This article's findings highlight the evolving social composition of the
Ukrainian diaspora, including the growing participation of Ukrainians in all areas
of Canadian society, their high levels of education, and their successful economic
integration. However, issues such as language loss and cultural assimilation
continue to pose significant challenges.

In light of recent events, especially the escalation of the Russian-Ukrainian
war in 2022, further research is needed to analyse the fifth wave of emigration.
Future research should focus on the long-term integration of war-displaced
Ukrainians, the role of digital diaspora networks, and identity transformation in the

context of global crises and forced migration.
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